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Civil War to World Power (1850-1914)
Mr. Clegg


Welcome Back!
Welcome back to Lincoln Middle School and welcome to Team 9 Titans.  I am excited to work with you in your final year at the middle school and to help in your preparation for high school.


Synopsis
United States History II in eighth grade is an extension of your studies in seventh grade.  The course is divided into several major themes that allow you to understand historical concepts more deeply and to apply that thinking to present day America.  We will study the timer period in which the United States grew from an agricultural nation to an industrial world power.  We will learn about the major challenges that our nation faced during its transformation including topics such as sectionalism, immigration, industrialization, technology, and expansion.

During the year, students will
· develop many skills used in history including reading primary sources, maps, graphs.
· analyze different points of view on an issue and develop their own points of view.
· conduct research and learn how to use that information properly in writing and other products.
· participate in simulations, discussions, and group projects that engage them in historical events.
· take traditional tests, quizzes and write essays.
· build upon necessary skills including organizing, reading, writing, and research.

Textbook
The book used in class is The American Journey – Modern Times published by Glencoe/McGraw Hill. Every student will receive a textbook but access to the information in the book can be gained by other methods.  The best alternative to the textbook is using the website www.glencoe.com/ose with the code BFB3FD113c1. Students can also gain access to their book by used a CD-ROM in a computer without Internet access.  For the cd, parents need to sign out the disc at the beginning of the year.  A word of caution, if the cd is lost there is a $30 replacement fee.  With these options available, students can leave their book in their locker and use a computer at home to complete their homework.  Student’s shoulders and backs appreciate that especially.  
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Units of Study
1st Quarter:  Civics (Governments, Constitution, Bill of Rights, Citizen Test)
2nd Quarter:  Civil War, Reconstruction, Opening the West
3rd Quarter:  Industrialization, Immigration, Urbanization (the Gilded Age)
4th Quarter:  Progressive Era and Rise to World Power


Contact
cleggd@lincolnps.org - Email is the best way to reach me an and I do my best to respond quickly.

http://new.schoolnotes.com - Posts homework assignments and due dates for projects.

http://team9titans.weebly.com - Website is great for studying, using on projects, and for class notes.

Phone:  721-3400 x1775 but I do NOT recommend leaving a message because of a technical glitch.

Please remember to fill out the attached “Parent Sign Off Letter” and return to Mr. Clegg.
Proposed GradingGroup Work
Students will work in groups during the class day.  Some of the grade for a project may be based on working together as a group.  The majority of a student’s grade is based on their individual work.
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Homework 10%
Common Assessments 10%
Tests and Quests 30-40%
Quizzes 10-20%
Projects and Writing 20-30%
Jim Crow Laws - Segregation

Classroom Rules and Expectations
1. Be Prompt
· Unexcused late arrival to class can result in detention.
· Upon arriving to class, sit down at your desk, get your materials out on to your desk, look at today’s agenda, and begin to work on day’s assignment.

2. Be Prepared
· Bring necessary materials to class. (pen, book, notebook, etc…)
· Hall passes to locker may not be granted.  Locker breaks are assigned throughout the day.
· “Surprise” homework quizzes will be given to check the quality of homework.
· Students need to keep a book cover on their textbook at all times.  Paper bag covers work best.
· Bring a book for recreational reading for DEAR time.

3. Be Polite
· Everyone deserves respect.  Respectful behavior is expected toward adults and peers.
· During class discussion, only one person should be speaking at a time.  Out of RESPECT for your classmates, please raise your hand and wait your turn to speak.
· During student group discussion, take turns speaking.  Remember to listen while other people are speaking.
· Your are RESPONSIBLE for your area of the room.  Please check your desk and chair every day and tell me if you see any writing on them or if papers are on the floor.

4. Be Productive
· Students are expected to complete all their work, study to pass test and quizzes, and hand in all projects on time.  (Late projects lose 5-10 points per day!)
· Homework is expected on time at the beginning of class.  Late homework receives half credit.
· Staying organized is important to success.  Your notebook or binder will be graded.
· Student work should be done according to directions.  Assignments that are messy or careless may be returned without credit until properly completed.
· In order to help you stay organized, homework assignments will be updated weekly on http://new.schoolnotes.com.  Due dates for major projects will be posted as well.
· Extra help is available to help study for a test.  Sign up for an appointment after or before school.

Necessary Student Supplies					[image: ]

Binder or 3-5 subject notebook for history class.				
Blue folder.								
Pen (Blue or Black ink only)
Highlighter
Homework Agenda
Recreational Book
Henry Ford’s Mode T Automobile

Helpful Supplies
USB flash drive
Sticky notes.
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