Socratic Seminar – Reconstruction

Discussion Questions
Stage 1:   Doc A, B, C  [primary source documents from 1865-1872]

1. How have the freedmen contributed to the growth of our nation?

2. What are the freedmen hoping for in their new found freedom?

3.  What obstacles did they face in their new life? 
4. How will the view of many Northerners change during Reconstruction?

Stage 2:  Doc D, E, F  [primary and secondary source documents from 1899-1960s)  

5. What was the authors’ viewpoint on the efforts of Radical Republicans during Reconstruction?

6. What was the author’s viewpoint of African-Americans?

7. Who are the heroes in history according to some of these authors?

8. What comments or opinions surprise or shock you most?

9. How does decision of Plessy v. Ferguson fit into the viewpoint of white Americans at the time?

Stage 3:  Doc G, H, I [secondary source documents from 1980-2010]
10. What are the most significant changes by these historians while writing about Reconstruction?

11. What are the most important political details on Reconstruction mentioned by the authors?

12. What are the most important economic details on Reconstruction mentioned by the authors?

13. What are the most important social details on Reconstruction mentioned by the authors?

Stage 4: Final Round of Discussion

14. What document was the most interesting to you?  Provide an example and explain why?

15. Does Reconstruction matter today?  Explain your answer.

Socratic Seminar

Rules for Socratic Seminar:

1. Participation must be polite, orderly and adult in nature, but you do NOT need to raise your hand.   Silences or pauses are OK ;-)
2. To show that you have listened to your peers during the discussion, you must preface, or begin, your comments during the seminar with a phrase that shows you have listened to the person speaking before you.
i. You may make statements or ask questions to each other.
ii.  If you disagree, you may say, “I disagree with Emily because…” or “ I understand Emily’s point, however I disagree because…” 
iii. When you agree with a person who as spoken, you may preface your comments with, “To build on Emily’s point…”  or “As Emily mentioned….., I also feel….”
iv. You may ask clarifying questions of each other: “Why do you say that? Can you explain more? What do you mean when you say….? Where is the evidence of that statement?” 
3. When you choose to speak, you must have evidence to draw upon, either from the text, notes or class discussions. Or, build on what others say, citing evidence from the text. 
4. Be quiet as others speak, and DO NOT INTERRUPT or you may be asked to leave the inner circle. Watch your “airtime.”
5. Hot seat: If someone from the outer circle has something important/significant to add to the discussion that has NOT been addressed yet by the inner circle, they may sit in the “hot seat”, make their comment and go back to the outer circle.

6. The teachers do not talk most of the time, unless they want to ask a clarifying question, bring the students back on task, or to refocus the discussion.
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Exit Slips:

For homework or before you leave:

1. How did you feel about the Socratic Seminar format for class discussion?  Explain why and be specific. 

2. What was the most interesting thing you learned today during the seminar discussion?  Explain.
3. Do you have any unanswered questions about the topic that you are still wondering about?
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Socratic Seminar - Reconstruction

Rules for Outer Circle and Activity
Your Name: __________________________________________     

Directions:  

You will be assigned to observe 1 or 2 specific individuals as they participate in the inner circle Socratic Seminar.  Please answer the questions and write examples down while listening to the discussion.

Name of person(s) you observed: ___________________________ &  _______________________

Quality of contributions:  Circle Yes or No:

1. Did they use evidence when making a comment? Y or N  

    If yes, give an example of evidence: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Did they listen well to others?   Y or N

3. Did they preface their comments with what someone said before them? Y or  N

    If yes, give an example of evidence: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Were their comments accurate? Y or  N


5. Did they ask clarifying questions? Y or  N

6. Did they elaborate/develop their responses to questions?   Y  or  N

Body Language/ Engagement in Discussion: Circle Yes or No:

7. Were they engaged in discussion? Y or N   

8. Were they sitting up straight? Y or N

9. Were they making eye contact while speaking and listening? Y or N

10. Were they doodling or doing something other than listening/contributing? Y or N

11. If they didn’t speak often, were they still listening and engaged? Y or N       

   If “yes, given an example of how you know this: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. What was the most interesting point that the student said in the discussion?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
RATE THEIR PERFORMANCE:  
Explain reason for rating:

Name: _______________________________ 
Reconstruction Socratic Seminar
Doc: ____
Author: _________________________
Type of Source:
Primary
Secondary

1.  What terms or phrases were most important (or shocking) to you when the author expressed his viewpoint?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What terms, phrases or lines are confusing to you as a reader?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Who does the author sympathize with during the time period of Reconstruction?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the viewpoint of the author on Reconstruction?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What examples in the text support your answer in number 4?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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