
Slavery in America 
Study Guide



1. Who, where and when did slavery start in America?

 Who?  The Dutch sold 19 slaves to English Colonists

 Where? Jamestown, Virginia

 When? 1619



2. Why were Indians not made slaves?

 They ran away, tribes would fight, and diseases killed 
many.



3. Why were Africans made slaves?

 They were captured 
by the Europeans.

 They could not 
escape.

 They survived 
diseases.

 They worked hard.



4. Why did white slave owners need slaves?

 There was a shortage of workers at the start of the 
colonies.

 Later, cash crops such as tobacco and cotton 
demanded a lot of workers.



5. Were white people ever slaves?

 YES

 Slavery started when wars began thousands of years 
ago.

 Indentured Servants was a temporary “type” of 
slavery.



6. Was there slavery in other parts of the world?

 YES, but slavery was being outlawed in most of the 
world.  By 1840, slavery was in the U.S. alone in 
large numbers.



7. Where was slavery?  And Did slave owners 
outnumber non-slave owners?

 Slavery existed in most of the colonies but by the 
1840s existed only in the Southern states.

 No, there were more non-slave owners.

 In some Southern states such as South Carolina 
there were more slaves than the white population.







8. How much did the average slave cost?

 Slaves were expensive.

 In 1838, a boy who was 16 sold for $850.

(Slaves cost like a new car today.)



9. Why were slave owners cruel?

 Some slave owners were kind, but many were cruel.

 Racism caused some cruelty.

 Some were cruel to scare slaves to work harder or to 
prevent them from running away.



10. Why was education illegal for slaves?

 Excerpt from Virginia Revised Code of 1819 

That all meetings or assemblages of slaves, or free negroes or mulattoes mixing and associating 
with such slaves at any meeting-house or houses, &c., in the night; or at any SCHOOL OR 
SCHOOLS for teaching them READING OR WRITING, either in the day or night, under 
whatsoever pretext, shall be deemed and considered an UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY; and any 
justice of a county, &c., wherein such assemblage shall be, either from his own knowledge or the 
information of others, of such unlawful assemblage, &c., may issue his warrant, directed to any 
sworn officer or officers, authorizing him or them to enter the house or houses where such 
unlawful assemblages, &c., may be, for the purpose of apprehending or dispersing such slaves, 
and to inflict corporal punishment on the offender or offenders, at the discretion of any justice 
of the peace, not exceeding twenty lashes. 

 Southerners believed that educating African-
Americans would weaken the slave system.

 Slaves were easier to control if uneducated.



11.  What happened when a slave gets too old to work?

 You never were too old but your type of work might 
be easier.

 Slaves worked for their food.



12. What historic (famous) people were slaves?

 Nat Turner – leader of a slave revolt

 Frederick Douglass – writer and speaker

 Harriet Tubman – conducter of Underground RR



13. How did you (slaves) ask someone about the 
Underground Railroad?

 Through song they learned about the escape route.



14. How big of an impact did the Underground Railroad have?

 Huge

 Hundreds/thousands of slaves escaped

 Led to the Fugitive Slave Act which led to greater 
tension/division between  North and South


