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Mr. Clegg U.S. History (2012-2013)
HOMEWORK
Homework Grading

90-100% Very Good to Excellent because work is accurate, well explained, and follows directions. 
80-89%  Good because work is completed well but perhaps missing a question or some part is incorrect.
70-79% Weak because some questions are incorrect, unanswered or unreadable.

51-69% Poor because of many errors or missing major parts
0-50%  Very Poor or Late because missing major parts or work is late.
Homework Directions

· Write down homework in student planner.  Have teacher sign if required.  (Remember Schoolnotes)

· Label homework in your notebook/binder in the correct section.  Label with the TITLE, date &  pages. 

· Write out the questions unless TOLD not to by the teacher.

· After writing out the question, answer the question in a full complete sentence.  Explain your answer when required with evidence.

· VOCABULARY assignments require that the word is underlined and then looked up in a glossary.  

(Skip lines between each word)

· Write neatly.  (Sloppy will not receive credit until written neatly in a legible script.)

· Late homework receives half credit.  You have a week to make up missing work.

· Be prepared – Homework quizzes are given on a SURPRISE basis.  You can use your homework.

COPYING SOMEONE ELSE’S HOMEWORK IS CHEATING!!!

LETTING SOME ONE COPY IS CHEATING!!!
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STUDY TIPS for Test
·  Create an appropriate study environment.
·  Develop a calm attitude.

·  Take good notes and pay attention in class.

·  Develop effective memorization methods such as creating lists, flash cards, or acronyms.

·  Focus on the areas that need the most attention.

·  Work with others.(if that helps you study but do NOT get distracted.  STAY FOCUSED!)

·  Develop crucial essay writing skills through practice.

· The easiest thing to learn is the thing you're interested in. Take interest in what you're studying by seeking out the real-life applications.

·  Take studying seriously, but don't dread it, or you'll stop. Focus on how important it is to you that you learn the material.
http://www.howtodothings.com/education/a2964-how-to-improve-study-skills-in-middle-school.html 
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Writing
Recommendations and Comments

Recommendations

Directions:  Use these recommendations to help you write a well written essay. 

Do’s






Don’ts
TEEC 
it! 





No First or Second Person   (unless in a journal)
(I, me, we, my etc…)
(You, your, etc…)
Hook – Some essays should start with an


interesting fact, quote, etc…



Avoid referring to your writing in phrases







- ex: “In this essay, you will…”, “I will say…”
Create a good THESIS/CLAIM




PRE-WRITE to help ORGANIZE the 

No abbreviations or contractions.   
essay to prove your argument. (Web, outline,)  
(U.S., R.I. gov’t)       (can’t, don’t, I’m)
Use specific evidence (facts from text) that

Exclude unimportant information. (extraneous)


includes names, places, dates etc…  


- Is this information necessary to prove my thesis/claim.
Explain your evidence through ANALYSIS

Avoid slang (or TEXTING language)        
that is connecting evidence to thesis/claim. 

   (pretty big; kids, cops, lol, u, bff, idk etc…)
Always use last name of person 


Avoid beginning paragraphs with pronouns
    (ex: Martha is Martha WASHINGTON.)   
   (He was brave. = Who is he?)
** Capitalize properly 



Avoid common spelling errors
(beginning of sentences, proper nous, proper adjectives)
 (ex: weather instead of whether, etc…)
Use proper verb tense 



Avoid being inconsistent with verb tenses.
(If writing about today use present, but if

 (Most writing assignments will require you to
 writing about the past use the past tense.)

   use ONLY ONE verb tense throughout.)



Use margins (Draw ½ inch margins for writing)





 
Indent beginning of paragraphs (Hit tab key!)



Comments

Direction:  Read comments on essay.  Often comments may have a plus or minus symbol next to 

them to help you identify a strong or weak part of your essay.  Also a code or symbol may be 

used in my grading your essay and the back of this paper contains the meaning on each code.

+ Positive – Comments with a positive (plus) symbol are meant to emphasize a strong part of 
your writing.  Keep up the good work and use your writing skill in the next essay.


Ex: 
+  Thesis is clear.

+ Good point

 +  Good flow


+  Good info


+ Well written

 +  Interesting
- Negative – Comments with a negative (minus) symbol are meant to emphasize an area of weakness
 in the essay.  Read the comment and learn to improve your writing for the next essay.

Ex: 
-  Thesis is unclear.

-  Add (info)

 - AWK (Awkward sentences


-  Weak (info)


-  Sp (spelling) 
 -  Proper Noun/Capitalize Word


Essay Comments

No 1st Person = No first person
= Do not use “I, me, my, we, our etc…”

No 2nd Person = No second person
= Do not use “You, yours, etc…”

No contractions 


= don’t, can’t, won’t

Use Past Tense


= most history essays are written using the past verb tense 

(ex: was, were, had, ran etc…)

Use Margins



= ½ margins should be kept on the right and left of paper

Avoid phrases about essay

= examples “In this essay…”
       “My thesis is…”






       “You will read…
       “This paragraph will…”
thesis is unclear/weak thesis

= Thesis needs to be written differently to have a better or 

stronger argument 

thesis is clear/good thesis

= Thesis is well written with an argument

good hook



= Introduction catches the reader’s attention

well written



= sentences and paragraphs have no errors, have a good 

writing flow, easy to read and follow

sp




= spelling 
awk




= awkward sentence, sentence could be written better







or more clearly

T.S.




= topic sentence (good or weak)

No abbreviations


= do not abbreviate (ex: U.S.,  R.I, NYC,  mtn, Pacific O etc…)

Too short



= essay paragraph is not long enough, not enough info

Too long



= essay paragraph is too long, contains too much info, need 

 




      to focus on important info (extraneous info included)
Good Point 



= the sentence or paragraph has made a very good 

argument that helps prove the thesis

Slang




= language is used in conversation with friends but not  

                                                                appropriate for formal writing (ex: “okay”; “kinda”; 

    “like you know”; “cops”)

Edit/Proofread



= more effort needed in fixing rough draft, use a dictionary

Good info



= good use of facts in essay to prove thesis
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