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Document C – Primary Source 1872 

“Speech at the State Legislature of Georgia” by Henry Turner

[Henry Turner was a black legislator who is elected but denied his seat by the white majority in 

the state legislature of Georgia.  This is a portion of his speech to the colleague who expelled him.]

    “We are told that if black men want to speak, they must speak through white trumpets; if black men want their sentiments expressed, the must be adulterated and sent through white messengers, who will quibble, and equivocate, and evade, as rapidly as the pendulum on a clock.”

    “The great question, sir is this: Am I a man?  If I a man? If I am such, I claim the rights of a man.”

    “Why, sir, though we are not white, we have accomplished much… We have built up your country; we have worked in your fields, and garnered your harvests, for two hundred and fifty years!  And what do we ask of you in return?  Do we ask you for compensation for the sweat our fathers bore for you – for the tears you have caused, and the hearts you have broken, and the lives you have curtailed, and the blood you have spilled?  Do we ask retaliation?  We ask it not.  We are willing to let the dead past bury its dead; but we ask you now for our rights.”

STAGE 2 (1899-1960s)
Document D –  Secondary Source 1899

 Confederate Military History – Volume 12  edited by Clement A. Evans

   “The terrible ordeal of reconstruction may be said to have lasted from 1865 to 1876, twelve years, before the whites got hold of the States again. No people had to undergo so dark a period with such complications, having 4,000,000 of slaves suddenly enfranchised, with no preliminary training to fit them for the great responsibility of the ballot. …  It seems strange now that statesmen of the Republican party in control of the government, even after so terrible a war, and mad with absolute power, could have gone so far in error as to place those who had been slaves but a few years before, and were now led by corrupt and reckless adventurers, in charge of framing governments for the Anglo-Saxon race in the South.  …
  
The struggle of Southern men during reconstruction, in fact, of the whole Southern people, under adverse political, social and commercial circumstances, was the most remarkable feature in those dark days. They never lost confidence in themselves, patiently bided their time, and achieved a most remarkable victory over all malign influences.  ....

Document E – Secondary Source 1926 

American History “Carpetbagger Government and Negro Rule” by Sister Mary Celeste
“The new Southern governments, organized under the congressional idea of ‘thorough’ [changes in Southern state governments] were just as Republican as they could be made.  All prominent and influential Southern white men were forbidden to vote, so that the men who got into office were either Northern carpetbaggers or Southern scalawags.  The carpetbaggers were unscrupulous adventurers, who, so the Southerners said, carried every thing they owned in a carpetbag. …” p440


As the bitterness in the North began to die out, the real thinkers began to see that the true reconstruction of the South must come from the Southerners themselves and that the white must be the dominant race.  By 1872 there was almost no Republican and no negro rule and by 1876 except in Louisiana which was counted as Republican in the presidential election of that year, an almost normal condition prevailed.” p444

STAGE 3 (Revision of History)
Document F – Secondary Source 1980 

A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn p198 and p199 (2001 edition)

On Reconstruction: “The result was that brief period after the Civil War in which southern Negroes voted, elected blacks to state legislatures and to Congress, introduced free and racially mixed public education to the South.  A legal framework was constructed.  The Thirteenth Amendment outlawed slavery. … The Fourteenth Amendment repudiated the prewar Dred Scott decision by declaring that ‘all person born or naturalized in the United States’ were citizens.  It also seemed to make a powerful statement for racial equality, severely limiting ‘state’s rights…  The Fifteenth Amendment said ‘the rights of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.”

“Congress passed a number of laws in the late 1860s and early 1870s in the same spirit – laws making it a crime to deprive Negroes of their rights, requiring federal officials to enforce those rights, giving Negroes the right to enter contracts and buy propterty without discrimination  And in 1875, a Civil Rights Act outlawed the exclusion of Negroes from hotels, theaters, railroads, and other public accommodations.”

“With these laws, with the Union army in the South, as protection, and a civilian arm of officials in the Freedman’s Bureau to help them southern Negroes came forward, voted, formed political organizations, and expressed themselves forcefully on issues important to them.”

Document G– Secondary Source 1988

“Reconstruction Reconsidered” The Atlantic by James McPherson

[For many historians in the early part of the twentieth century,] the story of Reconstruction after the American Civil War took the form of melodrama.  The villains were vindictive radical Republicans.  Seeking to aggrandize [increase] their power and to humiliate proud defeated Confederates, they enfranchised [gave power] freed slaves and loosed a carnival of misrule on the South.  Their chief agenst in this corruption were carpetbaggers, those impecunious but shrewd Yankees who traveled southward, carrying their worldly possessions in carpetbags, to squeeze ill-gotten gains from a defeated people.  Their allies in pillage were scalawags, poor whites who, hyena-like joined the Republican Party to pick a few remaining shreds of flesh from the southern carcass.  Freed slaves, drunk with rights and privileges they neither understood nor deserved, functioned as dupes of cynical carpetbaggers who manipulated their votes to ravish the prostrate South.”


Document H –Secondary Source 1989 

“Reconstruction” Encyclopedia of Southern Culture by Charles Reagan Wilson

“Reconstruction had a positive legacy for the South.  New state constitutions were written many of which are still in effect as the basic documents of the states.  It brought reforms in judicial systems, in codes of government procedures, in operation of county governments, in procedures for taxation, and in methods of electing government officials.  Education was advanced, laying the basis for free public education.  And constitutional amendments passed in that era supported the 20th-century civil rights movement’s use of force to change the South’s system of legal segregation.”

Document I – Secondary Source 2009

The American Journey – Modern Times “Author Note” by James McPherson

“Dear American History Teacher, The American Revolution gave birth to the United States but left the infant republic with two potentially fatal diseases.  The first was the inherent vulnerability of all republics to divisive factions that could lead to either civil war or totalitarianism.  The founding generation was painfully aware of the fate of most republics throughout history.  Would the United States succumb to this same fate?  Could it survive as one nation, indivisible, with a republican form of government based on male suffrage?  Or would it collapse into warring factions, division, and anarchy, or succumb to a strong-armed dictator?  The question remained unresolved through the first four score and seven years of our history as nation.

The second potentially fatal disease was slavery.  The United States was founded on a contradiction.  Its founding document declared all men created equal, with a natural right of liberty.  Yet every one of the 12 states in 1776 was a slave state.  Proudly calling itself the “land of liberty,” the United States by 1850 was the largest slaveholding country in the world.  This issue remained unresolved until it finally tore the country apart in 1861.

The outcome of the Civil War cured these diseases and ensured the republic a long life as a unified nation.  No state has seriously threatened to secede from the United States since 1865.  What Abraham Lincoln called ‘the monstrous injustice of slavery’ came to an end.  The central issue of Reconstruction years after the Civil War was whether that liberty for all would also become justice for all.  The Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, ratified in 1868, enshrined equal citizenship for freed slaves. It would not be until the twentieth century, however, that full citizenship would be extended to another group of Americans: women.”
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Columbia says, “You are aping the lowest whites. If you disgrace your race in this way you had better take back seats."    by Thomas Nast 1874





Columbia says, “Shall I trust these men (Southern white landowners), but not this man?” by Thomas Nast 1865
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Reconstruction Documents





“white trumpets”














“If I a man?”





What have they accomplished?














What do ‘black men’ ask for?





In your opinion, were these diseases really cured?





Why is “land of liberty” ironic?





What are the two fatal diseases?





What are the positive results of Reconstruction?





What does the author ignore?





What is missing about Reconstruction and rights for African Americans?





Whose ideas on Reconstruction is this about?











Who are the villains in this version?





According to the author, who suffered during Reconstruction?





“What is the author’s opinion of black suffrage?








What is his opinion on the behavior of white population?





What positive activities accorded for a brief time?














What positive activities accorded for a brief time?





What two groups helped the freedmen?





How has Nast’s viewpoint on freedmen changed?





Questions for each written document.


1.  What terms or phrases were most important (or shocking) to you when the author expressed his viewpoint?


2. What terms, phrases or lines are confusing to you as a reader?


3. Who does the author sympathize with during the time period of Reconstruction?


4. What is the viewpoint of the author on Reconstruction?


5. What examples in the text support your answer in number 4?











Vocabulary 


Reconstruction		compensation (C)		profligate (D)			exclusion (F)


carpetbagger			retaliation (C)			expenditure (D)		melodrama (G)


scalawag			ballot (D)			unscrouplous (E)		pillage (G)


corrupt				Anglo-Saxon (D)		prevailed (E) 			hyena (G)


segregation			malign (D) 			Dred Scott (F) 		carcass (G)


suffrage








