
U.S. Constitution 
Handbook  

Principles 



A more perfect union Establish justice 
 

Insure domestic 
tranquility  

 

Provide for the 
common defense 

 

Promote the  
general welfare 

 

Secure the blessings of 
liberty 
 

The Preamble     
We the People 
 
 



Why is the Preamble 
important? 

 Sets the goals of the national
 government (federal gov’t) 

 Federal government budget was  
 ~$3.5 trillion in 2010. 



7  
Major Principles of 

the Constitution 

Popular 
sovereignty 

 – We the People  

Republicanism  
 - people elect 

their 
representatives 

Limited Gov’t    
- the rule of law 

means no person is 
above the law 

 

Federalism 
- Power is shared 
between the state 

and national 
government 

 

Separation of Powers 
 – prevents any group 

or institution from 
gaining to much 

authority 

Checks & Balances 
 -  maintains a 

balance of power 
between 3 branches 

of gov’t 
 

Individual Rights  
- The Bill of Rights 

protect basic liberties 
and rights 

 



Why are the 7 
principles of the 

Constitution important?  

 The prevent the abuse of power by 
one person or a group. 

 The protect citizen’s rights. 



 

- Coin Money 
- Declare war 
- Regulate trade 
between states  
& with foreign nations 

 

          -  Regulate trade    
          within the state 
      - Protect public  
          welfare & safety 
      - Conduct fair   
           elections 
      - Education 
 
 

 - Establish courts 
 - Enforce laws  
 - Collect taxes 
 
 

Federal (National) 
Government – 

enumerated powers 

State Government – 
reserved powers 

National and State Government  
-  concurrent powers 





-  Make the laws 
- Makes taxes 
- Declare war 
- Coin and print money 
 

- Enforce the laws 
- Chief Diplomat 
- Commander-in-Chief 
- Head of State 
- Legislative Leader 
 

- Ensure laws are fair 
- Hear and rule on          
     cases about rights 
- Judicial review  
  (to rule a law or an action in    
   government unconstitutional) 
 

Legislative   Judicial Executive 

Separation of Powers 
What are the major powers of each branch 

of government 

   

Congress President Supreme Court 



Why is separation of 
powers important? 

 To prevent the abuse of power. 
 Each branch of government has 

some power but NOT all the power. 



  

 

Checks and Balances 
 

Congress can check prez by 
- impeaching the president 
- override veto 
- reject appointments 
   to cabinet or others.. 
 
 

Congress 
Congress can check S.C. by 
-  impeaching judges 
-  rejecting appointment of  
      judges to the courts 
 

President Supreme Court 
Courts can declare 
presidential action 

unconstitutional 

Prez. appoints judges 
 

Courts can declare 
law unconstitutional 

 
 

Prez. can veto 
Congress bills 



Why are checks and 
balances important? 

 To prevent the abuse of power. 
 Gives each branch the ability to 

check or stop another branch from 
becoming too powerful. 



Liberty 
1st and 9thAmendment 

-  Basic freedoms from to freely    
    express ourselves such in     
    religion, speech and thought 
- The 9th states that more citizen  
    rights might exist and be   
    protected 

Types of Rights 

Security 
5th Amendment 

-  No person shall be deprived of    
    life liberty or property without  
    due process of law 
-  government must follow  
   procedures under law 

Equality 
14th Amendment 

All Americans have the right to 
be treated the same no matter 
race, religion or political beliefs 



Why are rights 
important? 

 To protect rights of citizens from 
the abuse of power. 

 To keep citizens safe and to be 
able to enjoy their freedom. 



Duties & Responsibilities 

 
- Be informed 
 

- Vote 
 

- Participate in community and government 
 

- Respect rights of others 
 

- Respect different opinions and ways of life 
 

 
- Obey the law 
 

- Pay taxes 
 

- Defend the nation 
 

- Serve in court 
 

- Attend school 

Responsibilities Duties 

Which is most important? Which is most important? 



Why is citizen participation 
necessary in a republic? 

 A good republic needs good citizens. 
 Good citizens know their rights and 

respect the rights of others. 
 Good citizens do both their duties and 

responsibilities. 


